Description of the species
Carissa spinarum L., Mant. Pl. 2:559.1771. (Fig. 1 ) Shrub with a zigzag branching pattern; spines simple or forked, 0.5-2.2cm. Leaf blade ovate to elliptic, 1.5-4.0x 0.6-2.0cm, leathery, fi nally puberulent abaxially, base acute, apex acute or short acuminate, mucronate; lateral veins 3-5 pairs, conspicuous. Cymes terminal or axillary, 2-9 fl owered, fi nally puberulent. Sepals ca. 2 x 1 mm, without gland. Corolla white scented, tube ca. 1cm, lobes 3-7mm, overlapping to right; Ovules 1 in each locule. 
Uses:
The roots are used to treat hepatitis and rheumatoid arthritis. (Shu, 1995) .
